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JOHN PIERPONT MORGAN AND 

HIS SERVICE TO THE 

MUSEUM 

AT the meeting of the Board of Trustees 
held on Monday, April 22, the following 
resolution, prepared by a committee con- 
sisting of Elihu Root, Lewis Cass Ledyard, 
and Henry S. Pritchett, was adopted. This 
resolution has been sent separately in ap- 
propriate form to all our members. It is 
inserted in the Bulletin as a matter of 
record. 

The Trustees of the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art wish to make a formal and — 
so far as possible — permanent record of the 
great service rendered to the Metropol- 
itan Museum and to the American people 
through the Museum by the late John 
Pierpont Morgan and they direct that 
the following minute be entered in the rec- 
ords of the Corporation. 

John Pierpont Morgan, born April 
17, 1837, died March 31, 191 3, was the 
most powerful and dominant personality 
in the field of finance during the period 
between the American Civil War and 
the Universal War of 1914 — a period dis- 
tinguished by the most amazing develop- 
ment of industrial organization and pro- 
ductiveness ever known in the history of 
the world. The conduct and control of 
great affairs during this time of intense 
activity brought to him a great fortune, 
continuous labor, and heavy responsi- 
bility; yet neither wealth nor pressure of 
labor and responsibility prevented the 
growth and exercise of very noble qualities 
of patriotic citizenship and human sym- 
pathy. He loved his Country and his 
kind. Expressing himself seldom in words 
but constantly in deeds, he was a part of 
all good causes. Generous almost to a 
fault, modest and unassuming, he did good 
in secret all his life without thought of 
praise or recognition. He loved all forms 
of beauty, and with his largeness of nature 
and of means he became the greatest art 
collector of his time, and in the history of 
art his name must always rank with those 
great princes of the Old World who in 
former centuries protected and encouraged 



genius. He was as unselfish with his 
treasures of art as he was with his fortune. 
He believed that the happiness of a whole 
people can be increased through the 
cultivation of taste, and he strongly de- 
sired to contribute to that end among his 
own countrymen. His last will carried 
on to his descendants the influence of 
that feeling in the wishes which he ex- 
pressed regarding the disposition of his 
great collections. 

The most marked expression of this 
impulse during Mr. Morgan's lifetime was 
in his service to this Museum. He was 
one of the original subscribers to the pre- 
liminary fund raised in 1870 as the basis 
for the organization of the Museum, and 
from that time for all the remaining forty- 
three years of his life he never failed in his 
constant support of the institution. He 
was one of the first fifty patrons whose 
names appear upon the list of 1871 as 
members of the Corporation. He became 
a Trustee in 1888, and discharged the 
duties of that office for twenty-five years 
until his death. He was a member of the 
Executive Committee and of the Finance 
Committee of the Board from 1892 to 
1894, a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee again from 1901 until his election 
as First Vice-President in 1904, when he 
became as he ever after remained an ex- 
officio member of the Committee. He was 
elected President in 1904, and remained 
President until the time of his death. His 
first recorded gift to the Museum was in 
1897, and for the sixteen years which 
followed there was a rapid succession of 
valuable and princely gifts. In the sum- 
mer of 191 3 his son, who bears the name 
and inherits the spirit of his father, placed 
substantially the whole of his father's 
vast collections upon loan exhibition in 
the new northern wing of the Museum 
building. Further gifts by the son of 
almost priceless objects have followed, and 
now the present John Pierpont Morgan 
upon the settlement of his father's estate 
has found himself able to honor the 
memory and execute the purposes of his 
father by presenting to the Museum a 
large part of the collection, including more 
than three thousand objects. 
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The gifts of the father, and of the son in 
memory of the father — with the exception 
of some articles which proper classification 
requires to be arranged elsewhere — are to 
be exhibited henceforth by themselves 
in a wing of the Museum to be called 
in memoriam The Pierpont Morgan 
Wing. An enumeration of these gifts in 
general terms is recorded as a part of this 
minute. 1 

Incalculable in value as are these gifts, 
they should not obscure the memory of 
Mr. Morgan's service to American art 
and American education in art as Pres- 
ident of the Museum. When he came 
to the presidency the Museum had passed 
through the period of early struggles and 
local significance, and the point had been 

1 See the Bulletin, vol. XIII, January, 1918, 
pp. 2-20. 



reached when the question was to be de- 
termined whether the original impulse 
was to spend itself, satisfied with a local 
and provincial success, or whether, on 
the other hand, the institution was to be 
developed into one of the great museums 
and educational influences of the world. 
Mr. Morgan's presidency decided that 
question. His sure knowledge of the field, 
the largeness of his instinctive methods, 
his dauntless courage, his vision, and his 
faith, breathed into the institution a new 
life, communicated to it a new and tre- 
mendous impulse, and inaugurated a new 
period of development, which, so far as we 
can judge, makes certain a future of power 
and usefulness for which our Country and 
all the people in the New World who love 
art and the influences of art will owe 
honor to his name. 
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